© 6}\«

SouTH ASIA LABOR MOBILITY
CONFERENCE & WORKSHOP

Support to Prospective Migrants

Cem Mete
Practice Manager — Social Protection and Labor
World Bank

&
o o RS
e = —";t

.

@ WORLD BANKGROUP



Remittances are important for households, but not
all households can send a migrant

a. Share of Bangladeshi households with an international
migrant (left axis) and remittance share of income in households b. Share of Nepali households receiving remittances from
with at least one migrant (right axis), by consumption decile an international migrant, by consumption quintile
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M Share of households with an international migrant (left scale)

® Remittance share of income in households with at least
one migrant (right scale)

Source: Ahmed and Bossavie 2022
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Migration costs tend to be very high for South
Asian migrant workers

Costs for select corridors, months of Costs for Bangladeshi migrants for
wages at destination select corridors, months of wages at
destination
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Source: Ahmed and Bossavie 2022
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High costs and over-indebtedness

Borrowing to finance temporary economic migration

a. Share of migrants in corridor who borrowed b. Share of surveyed Bangladeshi return migrants
to finance migration who borrowed (in migration cost quartiles)
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Source: Ahmed and Bossavie 2022




Inefficiencies in systems often contribute to
these high costs

Migration cost breakdown for select corridors

Vietnam-Malaysia
Philippines-Qatar
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Costs (US$)

M Transport M Insurance and medical tests [ Training
Agent M Passport and visa Other

Source: KNOMAD-ILO Migration Costs Surveys 2015 and 2016.
Note: Costs that constitute less than 1 percent of total expenditures are dropped.
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Access to finance can be a binding constraint
for migrant workers from South Asia

Migrant costs by source of financing, select corridors
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Migrant workers often face a range of
challenges that affect their employment status

Primary reason for returning earlier than planned among Bangladeshi
migrants
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Source: Ahmed and Bossavie 2022



Expectations around wages often inflated

Wage expectations before departure vs actually earned

overseas by temporary migrants from Bangladesh
25+

* Among surveyed
Bangladeshi returnees

e 229% not satisfied with

Percentage of all migrants surveyed

experience
* 46% left before end of
contract
° >0 1:000 1500 2000 * 32% currently unemployed -
Monthly wage (2016 constant US$§)
B Wage earned overseas Wage expected before departure 43 percent left before the end
Sources: Bossavie et al. (2021) based on the Bangladesh Return Migrant Survey 2018/19. Of thelr ContraCt

Note: Statistics are for males ages 18-59. The y-axis shows the percentage of migrants who
earned or expected the corresponding wage values overseas (on the x-axis). Vertical lines
represent median values.



Returning migrants may need more time and
support to reintegrate

Employment rate
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Source: Ahmed and Bossavie (2022)
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Migrant workers need a range of services, and

not necessarily in isolation

Pre-departure ‘ During migration Post migration

Information on
benefits of
migration,

process, costs,

and systems

Technical training,
language training,
legal counseling
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Financial training,
facilitating
remittances,
worker protection
and insurance

Reintegration,
labor market re-
insertion
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Thank you!
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