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Branching Out: South Asia’s Diaspora
Unusually Large and Unusually Large Share in Other EMDEs, Especially GCC.

Sources: Global Bilateral Migration Matrix 2000-2020 (database); World Development Indicators (database); World Bank April 2025 South Asia Development Update Taxing Times..
Note: AEs = advanced economies; AFG = Afghanistan; BGD = Bangladesh; BTN = Bhutan; EMDEs = emerging market and developing economies; GCC = Gulf Cooperation Council (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab 
Emirates); IND = India; LKA = Sri Lanka; MDV = Maldives; NPL = Nepal; PAK = Pakistan; SAR = South Asia Region. Migrant population from South Asia includes South Asian migrants in other South Asian countries. EMDE and South Asia aggregates 
exclude small states (population below 1.5 million). Migrants are defined as people born in a country that is different from the country where they currently reside. Numbers for Afghanistan include family refugees, including children who have not yet 
reached working age. People who were born in India and are living in Pakistan, and vice versa, are excluded from the migrant population, due to historical reason. Latest data are for 2020. Left Panel: Red horizontal line is the median of other EMDEs. 
Shaded region represents the inter-quartile range of other EMDEs. EMDEs exclude small states (population below1.5 million). 
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https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/3bb9449a-233e-4ac6-b93f-d40bdf04204b
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Branching Out: South Asia’s Diaspora
Increasingly High-Skilled.

Sources: Global Bilateral Migration Matrix 2000-2020 (database); World Development Indicators (database); World Bank April 2025 South Asia Development Update Taxing Times.
Note: AEs = advanced economies; EMDEs = emerging market and developing economies; SAR = South Asia Region. Migrant population from South Asia includes South Asian migrants in other South Asian countries. EMDE and South Asia 
aggregates exclude small states (population below 1.5 million). Migrants are defined as people born in a country that is different from the country where they currently reside. Numbers for Afghanistan include family refugees, including children who 
have not yet reached working age. People who were born in India and are living in Pakistan, and vice versa, are excluded from the migrant population, due to historical reason. Latest data are for 2020. Right Panel: Numbers showing migrants aged at 
least 15 years old with tertiary education as a percent of all migrants who are at least 15 years old, by origin and destination country group.
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Mind the Side Effects: Remittances
Large. Associated with Lower Exports, Private Investment, Non-Ag. Employment

Sources: World Development Indicators (database); World Bank October 2024 South Asia Development Update Women, Jobs, and Growth
Left Panel: Figure shows remittances in percent of GDP and the sum of FDI, ODA, and portfolio investment in percent of GDP for each SAR country. Right Panel: Bars show average remittances in percent of GDP for each convergence club during 
1990-2022. Whiskers indicate 90 percent confidence intervals. “High” indicates average for convergence club with highest macroeconomic outcome (exports in percent of GDP (left), private investment in percent of GDP (center), and non-agricultural 
employment in percent of working-age population (right). “Low” indicates average for convergence club with lowest macroeconomic outcome. . 

Remittances, by convergence club for exports, 
private inv., and non-ag. employment
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Remittances and capital inflows, 2014-23 average
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https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/00585890-e5e2-48ea-a6d3-96f82ad0e9a8


Thank you!

See more in the South Asia Development Update: 
www.worldbank.org/southasiadevelopment

http://www.worldbank.org/southasiadevelopment
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