
Remittances, Diaspora and Development – MENA experience

Roberta Gatti

Chief Economist

Middle East and North Africa



Remittances, Diaspora and Development – MENA experience

Current population density in the Mediterranean
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All Roads Lead to Rome …
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… but go through the Middle East
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Different patterns within the MENA region

13.2 million
7.5 million migrants and 
5.6 million refugees

5

Within the region:
1. Syria (7.9 million)
2. West Bank and Gaza (4.0 million)
3. Egypt (3.6 million)

Outside the region: 
1. India (9.6 million)
2. Bangladesh, Pakistan, Afghanistan (3-3.5 million each)

Key origin countries

Within the region:
1. Saudi Arabia (13.5 million)
2. UAE (8.7 million)
3. Jordan (3.5 million)

Outside the region: 
1. EU (7.6 million)
2. Turkiye (3.7 million)
3. U.S. (1.7 million)

Key destination countries

15.6 million
9.7 million migrants and 

5.9 million refugees

29.5 million
28.4 million migrants and 
1.2 million refugees
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Demographics: the coming competition for workers and talent
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Migration in MENA by Education - GCC versus the Rest
High Income - High-educ (35%)

High Income - Low-educ (65%)

MENA - High-educ (24%)

MENA - Low-educ (76%)

Rest of the World - High-educ 

(23%)

Rest of the World - Low-educ 

(77%)

High Income - High-educ (64%)
High Income - Low-educ (36%)
MENA - High-educ (30%)
MENA - Low-educ (70%)

Rest of the World - Low-educ (63%)

GCC
Rest of the World - High-educ (37%)
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Migration in MENA  - from South Asia by Education Category 

Bangladesh - High-educ (25%)

Bangladesh - Low-educ (75%)

India - High-educ (27%)

Nepal - High-educ (15%)

India - Low-educ (73%)

Nepal - Low-educ (85%)

Pakistan - High-educ (24%)

Pakistan - Low-educ (76%)

Sri Lanka - High-educ (19%)
Sri Lanka - Low-educ (81%)

Philippines - High-educ (26%)

Philippines - Low-educ (74%)

GCC
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Jumeirah Road in Dubai in 1979 and today
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Remittance Outflows from the GCC countries
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Remittance Inflows to South Asian and MENA countries 
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Measurement Problems with Remittances – Inflows versus Outflows!
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Remittance Costs, last 5-years average (%) - Select corridors
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Why Migration Matters for Development  - Egyptian Return Migrants

Jackline Wahba & Nelly El-Mallakh (2022) "Return Migrants and the Wage Premium: Does the Legal Status of Migrants Matter?," Journal of Population Economics.

https://ideas.repec.org/p/erg/wpaper/1133.html
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Why Migration Matters for Development  - Bangladeshi Return Migrants

Bossavier, Gorlach, Ozden and Wang (2025)  Temporary migration for long-term investment Journal of Development Economics
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Diasporas are more than sources of remittances

University Mohammed VI Polytechnic

Established in 2013, around 8,000 students, already the highest-ranked  university in North Africa

Establish satellite campuses in Paris and Montreal
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Diasporas are more than sources of remittances – Lebanese Diaspora



Thank you!
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